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The World IS Y ours: A Brief History of Hip-Hop Education

By Mantha Dz

In order to understand the wide scope and impression of the Hip-Hop education figld,
we provide an overview of Hip-Hop's history, methodology, and praxis. We use the term
Hip-Hop culture because it ncludes music, dance, spoken word, etc, For the purposs of
this research project, we will only focus on the United Stales Ow goal is to expand the
research to inchude the global Hip-Hop community.

HIP.-HOP HISTORY

Hip-Hop culture was bormn in the aarly 1570s In the Bronx, Mew York during one of the
lowest points of the borough's histery, Crime was at an all time high, dugs and gangs
pervaded many communities, unemployment rates were high, political corruption was
prevalent, and slum lords bumned hundreds of buildings 10 the ground (Ross 1994
Fricke and Ahearn 2002, Chang 2005).

There wera other inlluential forces, howeavear, that gave birth to Hip-Hop cultura
Betwaan 1555 and 1568, the Afnican-Amearican Civl Rights era spawned a social reform
mavement in the Uniled States of mass protest, both violent and nonvioknt boycotts,
and sit-ins. The iconic leaders of this era, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr. and Sobby
Kennedy, were assassinaled in 1965 and 15968, respecively.

By 1ha mid-70s, tha post-industrial mavament eimnated 600 000 manufaciummng jobs,

and 30,000 firas ware 53t in the South Bronx alona. The City was bankrupt and schools
lacked adaquate funding and maintanance The Black Panthears and the Young Lords,

both paltical organcations, halped the community through breakfas! programs, garbage
removal, and running newspapar oparations. The organizations were desply influsntial
in spreading Black and Brown power 1o the first Hip-Hop generation bt found
themsstves compating against gangs, drugs, and President Mixon's COINTELPRO
{counier infelligence program), launchead by the FBI to investigate and disrupt
insurgents.

The Black Studies movemant lakd out a naw time and territory, one of contestation and
new knowledge, in the Unted States Academy. Black Studies combinad the enargies of
tha Frea Spesch movemant, Civil Rights, Black Power, and ganaral Amefican concams
for a redistrbution of the resources of knowledge production (Baker, Jr. 1993, 19495).

Simutaneously, Reggae music emergad from the crossfire of politics, renegades, and
poverty. From Third Weorld Black liberation songs to international peace anthems,
Jamaican music would come to spark the resistance, ingenuity, competitivensss, and
ertreprenaurship traits within Hip-Hop culture, And, just as the griots parfarmed in their
Vvast African aral tradtions, the Last Poets and Gil Scoll Haron ratold histery through
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